
March 6, 2017 

 

Dear Highland Lakes Property Owners: 

 

As the HLPOA president and a director, I thought it was time to comment concerning the water issues 

we have been experiencing lately.  I have been following the back and forth on the Highland Lakes (HL) 

Facebook page.  Rather than comment on Facebook which has 215 members and is not where we post 

official Highland Lakes business, I am sending this to the HL e-mail list which has over 400 property 

owners. 

 

The following is a Q&A from the perspective of the HLPOA, not the Highland Lakes Water District 

(HLWD) although they have reviewed the content and verified most of the facts.  You can read the 

HLWD quarterly newsletter, attend the monthly meetings on the third Tuesday of each month or e-mail 

them if you need more information.  This Q&A deals with the working relationship of the two 

organizations.  I hope it answers some of your questions and gives you a better understanding.  

   

Q.  Isn’t the HLWD part of the HLPOA? 

   

A.  The HLWD and the HLPOA are two separate organizations.   The HLWD is like a utility company 

except that they are a special district within the State of Colorado.  They provide water to the properties 

within the HL subdivision.  The members of the district are elected officials.  A portion of your property 

taxes goes to support the district.   

 

Q.  I thought the members of the HLWD board were all residents of HL?  

 

A.  To become a board member and placed on the Teller County ballot, you must be a HL property 

owner and registered to vote in Teller County.   

 

Q.  Are the water operators members of the HLWD? 

 

A.  No.  They are contracted to make sure the pumps, water lines, valves, meters, etc. are all working 

properly.  They must have special training, licenses and certifications to be a water operator.   

 

Q.  Who controls what they do?  Isn’t the HLPOA their “boss”? 

 

A.  The HLWD must follow strict guidelines form the Colorado Department of Public Health and 

Environment.  Just like you, the HLPOA is a customer of the HLWD.  We try to stay informed of what 

they are doing.  Like you, we may offer suggestions.  This is not unlike the relationship we have with 

IREA, CNG, Century Link, etc. 

 

Q.  I was told that the lakes are owned by the HLWD.  Is that true? 

 

A.  That is correct.  Several years ago, the HLPOA sold the lakes to the HLWD for a small sum of money in 

exchange for the privilege of being allowed to use the lakes for fishing and recreation.  Because the lakes 

come under the regulations and procedures established by the District’s water augmentation plan, it 

was felt they were the best organization to deal with it. 

 

 



Q.  How much of my HLPOA dues goes to support the HLWD and provide us with water? 

 

A.   The HLPOA shares the cost of lake liability insurance and lake weed control with the HLWD.  HLPOA 

volunteers help maintain the surrounding lake property, mainly cutting grass, removing trash, etc.  The 

cost of major lake and dam repairs are paid for by the HLWD.  HLPOA volunteers are available to assist if 

needed.  No dues money is used for providing water to the residents. 

 

Q.  I’m worried about my property values or that I won’t be able to sell my home if buyers think we have 

a water problem. 

 

A.  One of the duties of the HLPOA is to make sure property values are maintained or increase and to do 

what we can to help make Highland Lakes one of the best subdivisions to live in.  We feel that, after the 

new water treatment and storage facility is up and running in May of this year, you will have a “state of 

the art” water system.  We feel that this will have a favorable effect on your property values and the 

desirability to live in the subdivision. 

 

Some comments: 

We have lived here going on 18 years.  During that time the HLWD has had its ups and downs. It is my 

opinion that the current and recent HLWD members and the current water operators are top notch.  

Will there be more problems in the future?  We all hope not as many as during construction.   

 

We have been told that future projects will include locating and repairing or replacing older water lines. 

The material used in the older lines is not as good as today’s materials.  There will always be problems 

with leaks from frozen pipes, leaky toilets, broken service lines, etc.   Just to be on the safe side you may 

want to consider keeping a supply of drinking water and non-potable water on hand.   

 

Thank you in advance for your patience and understanding and for helping make Highland Lakes a great 

place to live. 

 

Garry J. Cote 

HLPOA President & Director 

719-687-0338 

 

   

 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 


