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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE 

 

I hope everyone had a great summer and is looking forward to the holiday season. Our activities 

committee is planning some great parties for Halloween and Christmas. These are some of my family’s 

favorite events here in Highland Lakes and I hope many of our new and old residents can attend. 

I have a few issues I would like address in this newsletter. The first of these issues is the state of our 

roads. Several residents have reached out to me to find out how to get the roads repaired and I want to 

thank you all for reaching out to the county on this matter. While residents are responsible for 

maintaining their own culvert, the county is responsible for repairing the roads. As we approach winter, 

it is important to report any areas of the road where the surface is getting low, and pipes or wires are 

possibly exposed. If these issues aren’t addressed prior to winter, it is likely that snowplows will damage 

them. The number to contact Teller County DOT is 719-687-8812. 

I would also like to use this newsletter to encourage community participation with the HLPOA board 

meeting. If you have issues that you would like discussed at the meeting, I encourage you to email 

myself, Fred Swets, and Renee Tate with the issue. This will allow the board members to properly 

research the issue before the board meeting and discuss it. I would also like to remind residents that 

documents pertaining to board meetings and financial records are always available upon request for 

your review. Board meetings are conducted on the first Wednesday of each month at 7:00 pm in the 

community center. Reminders will be posted on the bulletin boards around the neighborhood and a 

message will be sent out in the Highland Lakes Residents/Owners Facebook group. If you are interested 

in becoming a member of the board, please attend an upcoming meeting or reach out to myself, Fred 

Swets, or Renee Tate. 

I want to remind residents that when hiking on any of the trails in our neighborhood, please stay on the 

trail. Many of these trails border private property and it has been upsetting to some homeowners when 

hikers have walked across their property when exiting the trail. 

Lastly, unfortunately, as with many other things nowadays, many of the HLPOA operating costs have 

increased. For instance, the cost of the HLPOA insurance policy has increased by $1,920 over the past 

two years, and the cost to burn the slash pile has also increased by $1,300. Due to these rising costs, and 

the anticipation that the insurance policy will rise again in 2023, the board has decided to raise annual 

dues from $80 to $100. Hopefully the economy stabilizes, and we don’t need to do this again anytime 

soon. I would like to remind residents that they are able to review financial records or ask the HLPOA 

officers if they have any budgeting questions or concerns. 



I look forward to meeting more of our new residents this fall. Please join me in welcoming them when 

you get a chance. This is truly one of my favorite times of year in our neighborhood and I hope you all 

have a great holiday season.  

John Fox 

President, HLPOA 

johnfox5.jf@gmail.com 

719-581-9180  

 

P.S.  The notes from the August 9 Sheriff’s HOA/POA Quarterly Meeting are available for your review at 

the end of this newsletter.  The Teller County Barking Dog Regulations are included as well. 

 

 

 

Committee Reports and Information  

 

Activities Committee:  We have some exciting events coming your way soon.  I will try to keep you 

informed through Facebook and our Community Announcement Boards which will have flyers posted. 

I hope you will be able to attend and support our local vendors at our Fall Bazaar on Saturday, October 

8th, from 9:00 am to 3:00 pm. We will have crafts, jewelry, specialty items, fine art, homemade treats, 

quilts, table runners, baby and dog blankets, tree skirts, wool mittens, casserole carriers, woodwork, and 

more! Plus, you’ll be able to purchase lunch from Biscuits and Briskets -- Jamie Satterfield's award- 

winning food. This event is open to family and friends of Highland Lakes.  Please note that only cash and 

checks are accepted. 

Plans are also underway for our Harvest/Halloween Party on Saturday, October 29th, at 12:00 noon. If 

you would like to participate in our annual Chili Cookoff, please contact me at 608-214-6235 or 719-686-

6971. There will also be a Trunk or Treat for the children of Highland Lakes. Costumes are encouraged 

for all ages! Prizes for best chili, adult costumes, and children's costumes along with the best Trunk or 

Treat display. Stay tuned for more information and updates through Facebook.  

Our Annual HLPOA Christmas Party will be held on Saturday, December 10th, this year, so mark your 

calendars now! More details to follow on Facebook.  

I am also working on getting our younger residents together to see if you would be interested in game 

nights, wine tasting events, or whatever you come up with. Tiffany Arthur has stepped up and agreed to 

help me with this event - we will keep you informed.  

Also, Yoga with Elizabeth Reed is now on Mondays and Wednesdays from 9:30-10:30 am at our 

community building. 

Wendy Boals, 719-686-6971, wendyboals@yahoo.com 

 



Architectural Control Committee:   Fall has arrived in Highland Lakes!  It may be time to put aside 

the paint brushes this year, but here are some guidelines for future home improvements.   

The best source of information is the HLPOA.net website.  There you will find guidelines to follow:  

check out the ACC rules under ‘rules’, ‘construction’.  The ACC Form (HLPOA ACC Construction 

Approval Checklist) for projects is posted on the first page under RECENT UPDATES. Please 

remember that our rules require that colors (painting, siding, and roofs) should be approved, and 

they should be EARTHTONE (browns, greens, grey, tan -- not white or lime green). Think of the 

colors in the forest – trees, grasses, tree bark, earth.  If you are repainting or reroofing or putting on 

new siding, please send colors to the ACC for approval, along with the completed form.  No Quonset 

hut designs or metal barn siding are allowed.   

 

These rules are in place to maintain our community at the highest standards and keep our 

neighborhood beautiful.  We are fortunate to live in a Covenanted Homeowners Association 

Community and the rules we have apply to you and everyone who lives here.  

 

If you are building a new home, your design should be similar to a mountain cabin design with a roof 

pitch of 6 to 12. There are a number of covenants you should be aware of before building.  These 

can also be found on HLPOA.net.  Please be advised that you should submit your plans to the ACC 

before beginning construction so that we can be sure all the covenants have been met. 

 

Please forward all your planned projects with designs and plans to Kathy Campbell so we can get 

committee approval as soon as possible at kathymacecampbell@gmail.com.  Please remember -- all new 

projects, such as storage sheds, garages, additions that are over 200 square feet REQUIRE a Teller 

County building permit. A copy of the building permit needs to be sent to the ACC as well.   

Enjoy all that our community has to offer!  Kathy Campbell, ACC chairman, 

kathymacecampbell@gmail.com, 281-744-3349 

 

FireWise Committee:  As summer draws to a close and autumn rapidly approaches (with snow not 

far off), many of us tend to put the thoughts of a wildfire behind us.  This year it seemed like the 

monsoons brought lots of rain and thus lots of green vegetation.  Now that vegetation is beginning to 

dry out and presenting a very real fire danger.  It only takes a spark to set dry grasses on fire, so 

continue mitigating – trim lower tree branches 10 feet up, mow or weed whip the grasses close to your 

house, clean up dead fuel lying around on the ground, rake and bag pine needles and dispose of them 

with your trash.  Make sure access to your property is clear for firefighters and that your address is 

posted near the entrance to your driveway so that fire fighters can easily read them – even at night. Pay 

attention to evacuation orders and have a family evacuation plan in place and practice it.  Please don’t 

try to fight a fire with your garden hose.   Leave the firefighting to those trained to do so.  Preparation 

starts with you making sure you have taken the necessary precautions.  For more information, contact 

John Geerdes, geerdesjc61@gmail.com, 687-8044.  Thanks for being FireWise! 

  
 

  



Fishing Committee:  I hope all you fishermen and women had a chance to wet a hook in between all 

the rains we had this summer!  The rains this year were so bad that the water was muddied up and fish 

had a hard time finding bait.  Be assured that the lakes have lots of fish.   We stocked over $10,000 

worth of fish this year.  

Because of dam repairs on Pond 6, we may have to move fish to the other ponds in October.  Please 

watch for an eblast - we will need lots of help to move fish, minnows, and mysis shrimp.   

With ice fishing just around the corner, please know that ice fishing is at your own risk and is only 

allowed on Elk Lake.  Ice tents are allowed while you are fishing, but no motorized vehicles may be 

driven on the ice.  Note that there are springs in the lake and the ice may be thinner in those 

areas.  PLEASE BE CAREFUL!  Thanks from the fishing committee, Roger King, Chairman, 687-0104 

 

Maintenance Committee:  All is good so far getting ready for the winter months.  If you notice 

anything that needs attention, call or email me at hogpop57@gmail.com.  Thank you!  Mickey 

Corcoran, Chairman, 453-1246 or cell 224-234-1755  
 

 

Neighborhood Watch:  Hi, folks!  Well, the weather will soon be changing, but things here in 

Highland Lakes are pretty much the same when it comes to Neighborhood Watch issues.  We continue 

to have a pretty quiet and safe neighborhood.  So, keep up your due diligence observations and we’ll 

continue to keep our community safe. 

I have heard a couple of issues folks have had with bears and, in both instances, it has to do with trash.  

Unprotected trash is an easy meal for a bear.  And once they discover a source, they keep coming back 

until the source is no longer there.  So, continue to be a good neighbor and help protect the bears by 

keeping your trash in a secure area.  It also helps to put your trash on the street the morning of pickup 

rather than the night before.  It’s just what a good neighbor does! 

Should you need help, contact one the following:  

Your Block Captain  

Fred Swets, Watch Commander, (719) 687-2307, email: reenie_1@msn.com 

Chris Becker, Watch Committee Chairman, (636) 675-7854, email: gardenworks4u@gmail.com 

or 911 for the Sheriff's Office 

Until next time -- Be Safe Out There! 

 

Trails Committee:  I hope you will have a chance to get out and enjoy our local trails especially with 

the changing of the leaves coming real soon. There have been some bear sightings, so please be careful 

and carry bear spray. Ben Boals, Chairperson, 608-558-0038, boals.trucking@gmail.com 

 

Welcome Committee:   About 20 new neighbors received a Welcome Bag and a friendly hello from 

Sharry Whitney and Jo Ann Morgan since our last newsletter.  Though we strive for this personal 

welcome, we leave the welcome bag on the porch if no one is home.  As noted earlier, these bags 

include helpful information about our great community.   



 

If you want to arrange a specific date and time for this friendly welcome, please text Linda Becker at 

636-579-0942 or send an email to me.  Linda Becker, 636-579-0942, lindakbecker@gmail.com 

 

 

 

COMMUNITY BUILDING CALENDAR – 2022   
 

Weekly: 

Monday   Line Dancing   11:00 am - 12:00 noon 

Monday, Wednesday  Yoga (gazebo in summer) 9:30 am – 10:30 am 

 

 

 

2022 SCHEDULE OF EVENTS & RESERVATIONS 

October 8, 2022, Saturday Fall Bazaar    9:00 am – 3:00 pm 

October 29, 2022, Saturday Harvest/Halloween Party  12:00 noon 

December 10, 2022, Saturday Christmas Party    TBD 

 

The HLPOA Board of Directors Meetings are held the first Wednesday of each month at 7:00 pm. 

The HLPOA Water Board Meetings are held on the third Tuesday of each month at 7:00 pm. 

 

All Property Owners are invited to attend. 

 

ANY CHANGES WILL BE NOTED IN THE NEWSLETTER, SPECIAL EMAILS, OR THE COMMUNICATION 

BOARDS.  

 

 

HLPOA Board Members:  

John Fox  President  719-581-9180   

Fred Swets  Vice President  719-687-2307  

Renee Tate  Secretary/Treasurer 719-687-9465  

Roger King  Director  719-687-0104  

Ross Parnow  Director  719-373-0613  

Mickey Corcoran Director  224-234-1755 

Dan Odell  Director  719-686-7704 

Wade Gann   Director  719-630-8298 

 

 

Committee Chairs: 

Activities   Wendy Boals   719-686-6971    

Architectural Control  Kathy Campbell   281-744-3349  

Budget/Finance  Renee Tate   719-687-9465  

FireWise   John Geerdes   719-687-8044   

Fishing    Roger King   719-687-0104  



Maintenance   Mickey Corcoran  453-1246 

Neighborhood Watch  Fred Swets   687-2307  

Chris Becker   636-675-7854  

Newsletter   Kathy Campbell   281-744-3349  

Trails    Ben Boals    608-558-0038 

Water District Liaison  Ralph Mendez   309-275-0217 

Web Page   Dan Odell   686-7704 

Welcome   Linda Becker   636-579-0942  

 

 

 

SNOW PLOWERS FOR HIGHLAND LAKES 

(Revised 7-Oct-2022) 

Don Bartron  719-687-7561  Maroon Lake Circle  ATV with Chains 

         Light Shoveling 

Jay Brown  719-687-3029 Maroon Lake Circle  ATV with Chains 

Dave Walker  719-686-1210 Woodland Park   3/4 Ton Truck with Plow 

   510-2623 (cell) 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
  

IMPORTANT PHONE NUMBERS: 

Highland Lakes Water District: 

 Business Office   719-687-7937 

 Emergencies   719-247-1191 

Teller County Animal Control:  719-304-5740 

Teller County Clerk/Recorder:  719-689-2951 

Teller County Commissioners:  719-689-2988 

Teller County Public Health and 

 Environment:   719-687-6416 

Teller County Sheriff’s Office:  719-687-9652 

  



Sheriff’s HOA/POA Meeting 

Sent:  Tuesday, August 9, 2022 

To: Bunting, Renee 

Subject:  Quarterly Meeting Notes 

 

 

Subdivision Quarterly Meeting with Sheriff Mikesell, notes 

 

In attendance:  Undersheriff Stan Bishop, Commander Lad Sullivan, LT Walter and LT Renee Bunting, 

Teller County Commissioners, Bob Campbell and Dan Williams, Jay Teague, Teller County OEM, Ross 

Herzog, Teller County Administrator, Ben Bills, El Paso-Teller County 911 Authority Director and Dispatch 

Supervisor Jessica Flohrs. 

 

Subdivisions in attendance:  Twin Lakes; Arabian Acres; CME; Spring Valley; Pine Ridge; Forest Ridge; 

Deer Mountain Ranch; Highland Lakes; Florissant Estates; Indian Creek POA; Pine Ridge; Meadow Park; 

Divide South; Forest Ridge; Ranch Resorts; Crystal Peak Estates Ranches; and others 

 

Reports so far this year (7 months): 

104 positions called for through the Sheriff’s Department Office 

15 patrol officers employed 

2-4 officers on duty each shift (Covid restrictions still in effect) 

9 dispatchers 

123,869 calls received to date 

1,500 criminal cases so far 

508 arrests 

6 homicides (years past were 1 homicide every 3+ years) 

12 deputy assaults 

22 disputes 

8,293 business checks made 

2,286 subdivision checks 

80+ suicide checks 

276 traffic accidents 

128 fires 

40 mental health calls 

2,800 traffic stops during patrol 

761 assist Woodland Park and Cripple Creek officers 

 

Hard to find qualified personnel to become officers 

Teller County offers new candidates $50,000 starting salary 

Near Castle Rock, the starting salary is $97,000 

After 5 years on the job, other communities offer lateral movement into their departments at a 

significant pay raise – we lose deputies 

Deputies and officers in Teller County have a hard time finding housing 

 

A member asked if the Commissioners could take money from other budget items and give to the 

sheriff’s department.  Sheriff said that Teller County has the 4th HIGHEST crime increase in the USA.  

TCSO is about 90% staffed which is better than the majority of sheriff’s offices.  All organizations have a 



hard time getting new employees.  The response time in Teller County is 15 minutes.  Much better than 

larger areas and cities around us. 

 

The sheriff’s department has two Volunteer Organizations:  Reserves and Posse, Armed and Unarmed 

personnel.  Those that are armed are trained and often work as security such as in the county 

courthouse and crime scenes.  Renee reported that over 1,500 hours have been volunteered by the 

Posse so far this year.  Sheriff said that he had to turn down an invitation to appear in annual parades 

due to lack of personnel.  The Posse members often serve in the jail, courthouse, crime scenes, crowd 

control for events, and at traffic accidents. 

 

Spring Valley asked about Code enforcement problems.  VRBO – short-term rentals.  Does the HOA 

handle that or call the sheriff?  Mikesell said that the subdivision needs to look at its by-laws.  If it is in 

the by-laws, then the HOA should try to handle the problem.  If not, then call law enforcement.  The 

sheriff’s office should handle the code enforcement violations.  Code violations such as trash and junk 

are a code violation and if the HOA cannot handle it, then call the sheriff who will send a deputy to talk 

to the violator.  If they do not take care of the problem, the deputy will write them a ticket.  When 

asked, he said that short term rentals are not the problem that regular renters can cause.  Short term is 

gone in a short time and that ends that.  He explained that, if possible, the HOA should write a non-short 

term rental into the by-laws.  He said that Cripple Creek just added a new law that ONLY 25 VRBOs will 

be allowed in the city limits and there are people hired to check the rental sites online to make sure that 

there are not others offering short term rentals inside the city limits.  Realtors are instructed to provide 

copies of the HOA covenants to purchasers of property.  Woodland Park is also trying to stiffen their 

laws concerning VRBOs within the city proper.  If the HOA wishes to write a non-short term rental clause 

into their by-laws, they should contact their HOA attorneys for assistance. 

 

Toni Moore, From ICPOA, informed the membership that NOFLOCO has received a grant that will allow 

40 people to attend wildfire training this fall.  She noted that the number one threat for our area is 

wildfire.  Removal of dead fall from the subdivisions is the best way to control fires.  Sherriff reminded 

people that the properties are owned by individuals and just because it is good for the subdivision, it 

does not allow the subdivision to go in and mitigate that property. 

 

Spring Valley noted that she calls when someone speeds in their subdivision.  She called and a deputy 

came out and pulled a violator over.  She said it helps to slow the residents and visitors down when they 

see that.  Another person noted that street signs are beginning to be worn so that they are unreadable.  

How to get them replaced. Sheriff Mikesell gave the name of BRYAN KINCAID of ROAD AND BRIDGES as 

the person to contact.  719-686-5421/5453.  Call and give him the name of the street and the location of 

the bad street sign.  The sheriff then noted that there are 114 subdivisions in Teller County, so it may 

take a while to get the new sign.  When asked if speed signs could be paid for by the subdivision if they 

wanted more, he said that has been done in the past.  It was also mentioned that the county has been 

advertising for a ‘sign person’ for the county.  No one has called asking for the job.  If anyone is 

interested, they should call Commissioner Bob Campbell at 719-689-2988. 

 

The sheriff answered that money is needed in so many places, including wastewater treatment, service 

center in Divide, road, culverts.  He said that many of the problems can’t be fixed.  The services are what 

they were 10 years ago.  Too many people have moved to our outlying areas to avoid the cost of living in 

big cities.  We are a small county with 26,000 people in it.  We moved here to get away from the city life, 

to be in a rural setting.  We don’t have paved roads, streetlights, city water/sewer.  This is what we 

came for and now we have to live with it. 



 

When asked about calling the sheriff about speeding on the subdivision roads and if you have the license 

plate of the violator will that help the deputy responding to the scene.  The sheriff said that it does not 

help.  You can’t provide the proof of speeding.  But if you see someone driving in a careless and 

dangerous way and you have the license plate, you can sign a ticket and must then go to court against 

that person.  Most residents don’t want to do that or get involved. 

 

Nixle is no longer a viable way to get emergency announcements.  It broadcast to a broad area and was 

not controlled.  The new emergency alert system is Peak Alerts.  It is put out by law enforcement for 

evacuations and threats to life.  You can sign up for it – the kind of events you want to be notified about, 

how you want to be notified (email, phone, cell, text) and where you want notifications from for 

instance (home, child’s school location, work, etc.)  Phone calls will come from 719-387-7223 and text 

messages will come from 88911.  The message also advised going to Amazon and getting a ‘weather 

radio’ which will work even without electricity or internet.  You can also use Everbridge as an overlap 

notification system. 

 

The sheriff spoke about marijuana and the upcoming election ballot entry for Cripple Creek.  If you want 

more information, go to Teller County on Facebook and listen to the sheriff’s podcast.  Part of his 

problem is that there are 5 ambulances in the county and crime is increasing with the gambling and 

drinking and then add marijuana use and the cartels and gang violence that is coming into Cripple Creek 

from Pueblo and there may not be an ambulance when the residents need one. 

 

The sheriff and Commissioners are working on an entrance and egress availability for all subdivisions.  

Some may need an easement across private property.  Will there be a gate or not?  Signage designating 

this as an emergency access only or not?  Will the POA and HOAs need to work out a formal contract 

between the association and the private property owners or will it be a legal battle? 
  



TELLER COUNTY BARKING DOGS REGULATIONS 

 

Section 7 – NOISY DOGS 

7.1 Any OWNER, KEEPER or POSSESSOR of a DOG commits a Class Two Petty Offense if such DOG 

individually, or in combination with another DOG or DOGS together, disturb the peace and quiet of a 

PERSON by making any noises which are audible continuously, or noises which are audible twenty (20) 

or more times during a noise episode, with such noises being separated by pauses or gaps, however 

slight or long, where such continuous noise or noise episode lasts for a twenty (20) minute or longer 

period. 

7.2 Noises made by a DOG shall not be considered audible unless heard by a complaining PERSON at 

such PERSON’s occupied dwelling or regular place of employment which is located at least twenty feet 

(20 ft.) away from the location of the DOG or DOGS making said noise. 

W:\Web Documents\TCRAS\ORDINANCE Animal Control recording.doc 
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7.3 

7.4 

7.5 

7.6 

Section 8 

A summons and complaint for the first violation of this Section 7 shall not be issued. First time violators 

will be issued a warning, which warning shall be signed by an ANIMAL CONTROL OFFICER. Such warning 

shall contain the dates and approximate times when the violation occurred, and a brief explanation of 

the nature of the noise violation and copy of this Section 7. 

No Summons and Complaint shall be issued for subsequent violations unless and until three (3) days 

have elapsed between the warning and any subsequent violations. Said initial warning shall be made by 

personal service, posted on the property or delivered by certified mail of said warning to either an 

OWNER or KEEPER or POSSESSOR of the DOG or DOGS. For second or subsequent violations of this 

Section 7, each and every day during which a violation of this Section 7 occurs shall be deemed a 

separate violation. 

A Summons and Complaint for any violation of this Section 7 shall be signed by at least one complaining 

PERSON, which signature shall be in addition to the required signature of an ANIMAL CONTROL OFFICER. 

PROVOCATION, as defined in Subsection 2.27 of this Ordinance, of a DOG whose noise is complained of 

is an affirmative defense to any charge for violation of Subsection 7.1. 

 

 

 


